
American Psychological Association (APA) Citation Style: English  
 

• APA now uses hanging indent formatting in the reference list.  

• For in-text direct quotes, add page numbers: e.g., (Komisar, 1991, p. 13)  

• Omit Publishers, Co. & Inc.  Retain Books & Press. 

• When the quoted text exceeds 40 words, use block quote. (區塊引文) 

• 用斜體 處,不用粗體.  (強調,書名,作品名稱,用斜體,不用粗體)  

 

Books (One author)  
Reference:  
Kmoisar, L. (1991). The new feminism. New York: Franklin Watts.  
 
In-text:  
(Komisar, 1991, p. 201)  
 
張以國（1992）。書法 : 心靈的藝術。 台北市：淑馨。 
（張以國，1992） 
（張以國，1992，21） 

Books (Two to three authors)  
Reference:  
Strunk, W., Jr., Author2, A., & White, E. B. (1979). The elements of style (3rd ed.). New York: 
Macmillan.  
 

In-text (Two authors): The elements of style 
(Strunk & White, 1979, p. 43)  
 
In-text (Three or more authors):  
(Strunk, White, & Smith, 1979, p. 43)  
 

吳廷玉、胡凌（2001）。繪畫藝術教育。北京市：人民。 

（吳廷玉、胡凌，2001） 

 
Books (Corporate author)  

Reference:  
Ohio State University Natural Resources Institute (1959). A directory of Ohio facilities and 

services for resource conservation. Columbus, OH: Natural Resources Institute.  
 
In-text:  
(Ohio State University Natural Resources Institute, 1959, p. 33)  

http://134.208.29.176:8080/toread/app?component=crsArea.%24search%24BibliographicItemCRS.%24DirectLink_1&page=opac%2FSearchForm&service=direct&session=T&sp=13&sp=T�


 

畫說臺灣文化事業（2006）。慧眼識臺灣。臺北市：國立臺灣藝術教育館。 

用自己的話轉述時，內文引用： 

（畫說臺灣，2006） 

 
Book Chapter  

Reference:  
Roll, W. P. (1976). ESP and memory. In J. M. O. Wheatley & H. L. Edge (Eds.), Philosophical 

dimensions of parapsychology (pp. 154-184). Springfield, IL: American Psychiatric Press.  
 
In-text:  
(Roll, 1976, p. 161) 

 
Reference:  
王麗雁（2008）。視覺藝術教育篇—臺灣學校視覺藝術教育發展概述。收錄於 鄭明憲

（總編輯）。臺灣藝術教育史 (105~161 頁)。臺北市：國立臺灣藝術教育館。 

作者英文姓名（文章出版年）。文章標題 [譯名]（某某某 譯）註。收錄於 編輯者英文姓名

（編輯）。書名  [譯本書名]（某某某 譯, #~# 頁）。出版地：出版社名稱。（原文書

籍出版於 year）。 

註：如果文章的譯者，不同於書本的譯者，才需要文章後註明譯者，否則，書名後

加註譯者就可以了。 

 

English Translation of a Book  

Vygotsky, L. S. (1926). Pedagogicheskaya psikhologiya: Kratkii kurs. [Pedagogical psychology: 
A short course]. Moscow: Izdatel’stvo Rabotnik Prosveshcheniya.  

  
 . (1934). Myshlenie i rech’ [Thinking and speech]. Moscow: Sozekgiz.  

 . (1962). Thought and language  (E. Hanfmann & G. Vakar, Eds.& Trans.). Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press. (Original work published 1934) 

Eisner, E. W. [艾斯納]（1991）。Educating artistic vision  [藝術視覺的教育]（郭禎祥 

譯）。臺北市：廠聯貿易。（原文書籍出版於 1997） 
注意：此書譯本與原版的出版年代，有待再查證。 
原著作者之中文版序言說明為 1972.  譯本民 80 年初版 (1991), 民 91 年(2002) 臺北:文
景再版。.  

http://134.208.29.176:8080/toread/app?component=crsArea.%24search%24BibliographicItemCRS.%24DirectLink_1&page=opac%2FSearchForm&service=direct&session=T&sp=5&sp=T�
http://134.208.29.176:8080/toread/app?component=crsArea.%24search%24BibliographicItemCRS.%24DirectLink_1&page=opac%2FSearchForm&service=direct&session=T&sp=5&sp=T�
http://134.208.29.176:8080/toread/app?component=crsArea.%24search%24BibliographicItemCRS.%24DirectLink_1&page=opac%2FSearchForm&service=direct&session=T&sp=5&sp=T�


 
中文譯本，在參考文獻中，排列於中文作者之後，且以西文姓氏的英文字母排列方式排

列． 若譯本包括亞洲作者（如日韓），亞洲作者可以其中文姓名排序，或以原文姓名列

於中文作者之後、西文作者之前． 
 
 

English Translation of an Article or Chapter  
in an Edited Book, Volume in a Multivolume Work, Republished Work  

Reference:  
Freud, S. (1961). The ego and the id. In J. Strachey (Ed. & Trans.), The standard edition of the 

complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 19, pp. 3-66). London: Hogarth 
Press. (Original work published 1923)  

In-text:  
(Freud, 1923/1961).  
 
 

Journal Article (One author)  
Reference:  
Maki, R. H. (1982). Categorization effects which occur in comparative judgment tasks. Memory 

& Cognition, 10, 252-264.  
In-text:  
(Maki, 1982, p. 260)  
 
 

Journal Article (Two authors)  
Reference:  
Atkinson, R. C., & Shiffrin, R. M. (1971). The control of short-term memory. Scientific 

American, 225, 82-90.  

Cook, P. E., & Hinman, L. (1999). Criminal profiling: science and art. Journal Of Contemporary 
Criminal Justice, 15(3), 230-241. DOI: 10.1177/1043986299015003002 

OR 

Cook, P. E., & Hinman, L. (1999). Criminal profiling: science and art. Journal Of Contemporary 
Criminal Justice, 15(3), 230-241. Retrieved from Academic Search Complete. 
 
In-text:  
(Atkinson & Shiffrin, 1971, p. 87)  
 



Magazine Article (No author)  
Reference:  
The blood business (1992, September 11). Time, 97, 47-48.  
 
In-text:  
("Blood Busines," 1992, p. 47) 

 
Magazine Article (One author)  

Reference:  
Kandel, E. R. (2000, November 10). Neuroscience: Breaking down scientific barriers to the 

study of brain and mind. Science, 290, 1113-1120.  
In-text:  
(Kandel, 2000, p. 1119)  
 
 

Encyclopedia Article  
Reference:  
Warren, S. A. (1977). Mental retardation and environment. In International encyclopedia of 

psychiatry, psychology, psychoanalysis, and neurology (Vol. 7, pp. 202-207). New York: 
Aesculapius Publishers.  

In-text:  
(Warren, 1977, p. 204)  
 

Newspaper Article  
Reference  (print version):  
Amazing Amazon region. (1989, January 12). New York Times, pp. D11, D14.  
 
Schwartz, J. (1993, September 30). Obesity affects economic, social status. The Washington Post, 

pp. B1, B3, B5–B7. 
 

朱景美（2009, January 12）。藝術是我的戀人：郭維國與紫紅豬的羅曼史。更生日報，生

活與教育版，第十頁。 

 
Reference  (electronic version): 
Brody, J. E. (2007, December 11). Mental reserves keep brain agile. The New York Times. 

Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com 

註：避免日後因文章資料庫的檔案異動而造成連結上的問題，參考文獻的網址，給

予報紙首頁網址即可。 



In-text:  
("Amazing Amazon Region," 1989, p. D11)  
 
 

Dissertation Abstract  
Yoshida, Y. (2001). Essays in urban transportation (Doctoral dissertation, Boston College, 

2001). Dissertation Abstracts International, 62, 7741A.  
 

Unpublished Dissertations/Thesis 
Author, A. (1978). The title (Unpublished doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis). Name of 

Institution, Location.  
 
電子博碩論文，應屬已發表的論文。 
 

Doctoral thesis, from a university outside the US 
Carlbom, P. (2000). Carbody and passengers in rail vehicle dynamics (Doctoral thesis, Royal 

Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden).  Retrieved from 
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:kth:diva-3029  

 

Dissertation/Thesis from a Database（學術資訊網） 

Biswas, S. (2008). Dopamine D3 receptor: A neuroprotective treatment target in Parkinson's 
disease (Doctoral dissertation).  Retrieved from ProQuest Digital Dissertations.  doi: AAT 
3295214. 

 
Chu, R. C.M. (2006). An apprenticeship in mask making: Situated cognition, situated learning, 

and tool acquisition in the context of Chinese Dixi mask making (Doctoral dissertation). 
Retrieved from OhioLINK ETD Center.  doi: osu1158693508. 

 
陳文菁（2001）。一位國小教師美感教育教學決定之研究（碩士論文）。擷取於 台灣全

國博碩士論文資訊網。數位物件識別號：089NTPTC611023。 

註：數位化文章及電子博碩論文，現多有指定的 DOI（數位物件識別號），一定要附

上，因為在網上搜尋這些文章，必須依靠這個特定的識別碼。在參考文獻中, 用小寫 
doi. 在內文中, 用大寫 DOI.  

 
 

Dissertation/thesis from the web 
 
Bruckman, A. (1997). MOOSE Crossing: Construction, community, and learning a networked 

virtual world for kids. (Doctoral dissertation, Massachusetts Institute of Technology). 
Retrieved from  http://www-static.cc.gatech.edu/~asb/thesis/  



 
某某某（2010）。碩論題目（碩士論文，某某大學）。擷取於 http://www... 
 

ERIC Document  
Reference:  
Mead, J. V. (1992). Looking at old photographs: Investigating the teacher tales that novice 

teachers bring with them. (Report No. NCRTL-RR-92-4). East Lansing, MI: National 
Center for Research on Teacher Learning. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. 
ED346082).  

 
In-text:  
(Mead, 1992) 

 

Government Document  
National Institute of Mental Health. (1990). Clinical training in serious mental illness (DHHS 

Publication No. ADM 90-1679). Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.  
 
國科會的報告，可以此形式。 
 

 
Report From a Private Organization  

American Psychiatric Association. (2000). Practice guidelines for the treatment of patients with 
eating disorders (2nd ed.). Washington, DC: Author.  

 
 

Conference Proceedings  
Schnase, J. L., & Cunnius, E. L. (Eds.). (1995). Proceedings from CSCL '95: The First International 

Conference on Computer Support for Collaborative Learning. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 
 

Work Discussed in a Secondary Source  
 

List the source the work was discussed in:  

 

Coltheart, M., Curtis, B., Atkins, P., & Haller, M. (1993). Models of reading aloud: Dual-route 
and parallel-distributed-processing approaches. Psychological Review, 100, 589-608.  

 



NOTE: Give the secondary source in the references list; in 
the text, name the original work, and give a citation for 
the secondary source. For example, if Seidenberg and 
McClelland's work is cited in Coltheart et al. and you did 
not read the original work, list the Coltheart et al. 
reference in the References. In the text, use the following 
citation:  

In Seidenberg and McClelland's study (as cited in Coltheart, 
Curtis, Atkins, & Haller, 1993), ...  



Reference List: Other NonPrint Sources 

Interviews, Email, and Other Personal Communication 

No personal communication is included in your reference 
list; instead, parenthetically cite the communicators 
name, the fact that it was personal communication, and 
the date of the communication in your main text only. 

In-text example 1: 
(E. Robbins, personal communication, January 4, 2001) 
 
In-text example 2: 
Smith also claimed that many of her students had difficulties with APA style (personal 

communication, November 3, 2002). 
 
 

Motion Picture 
 
 Basic reference list format: 
 
Producer, P.P. (Producer), & Director, D.D. (Director). (Date of publication). Title of motion 

picture [Motion picture].  Country of origin.  Studio or distributor.  
 

Note: 
• In the author position, list scriptwriters first, followed 

by the director (identify his or her function in 
parentheses after the name).  

• Place the producer of the series in the editor position. 
• If a movie or video tape is not available in wide 

distribution, add the following to your citation after the 
country of origin: (Available from Distributor name, full 
address and zip code). 

 
 

A Motion Picture or Video Tape  
with International or National Availability 

 
Reference example 1: 
Smith, J. D. (Producer), & Smithee, A. F. (Director). (2001). Really big disaster movie [Motion 

picture]. United States: Paramount Pictures. 
 
Reference example 2: 
Scorsese, M. (Producer), & Lonergan, K. (Writer/Director). (2000). You can count on me 

[Motion picture]. United States: Paramount Pictures.  



A Motion Picture or Video Tape  
with Limited Availability  

 
 
Reference example 1: 
Harris, M. (Producer), & Turley, M. J. (Director). (2002). Writing labs: A history [Motion 

picture]. (Available from Purdue University Pictures, 500 Oval Drive, West Lafayette, IN 
47907)  

 
Reference example 2: 
American Psychological Association (Producer). (2000). Responding therapeutically to patient 

expressions of sexual attraction: A stimulus training tape [Motion picture]. (Available 
from the American Psychological Association, 750 First Street, NE, Washington, DC 
20002-4242).  

 
 

Television Broadcast or Series Episode  
 

Basic reference list format:  

Producer, P. P. (Producer). (Date of broadcast or copyright). Title of broadcast [Television 
broadcast or Television series]. City of origin: Studio or distributor.  

 
 

Television Broadcast  
Example:  
Crystal, L. (Executive Producer). (1993, October 11). The MacNeil/Lehrer news hour 

[Television broadcast]. New York and Washington, DC: Public Broadcasting Service.  
 
 

Television Series  
Example:  
Bellisario, D. L. (Producer). (1992). Exciting action show [Television series]. Hollywood: 

American Broadcasting Company.  
 
Miller, R. (Producer). (1989). The mind [Television series]. New York: WNET.  
 
 

Single Episode of a Television Series  
Writer, W. W. (Writer), & Director, D. D. (Director). (Date of publication). Title of episode 

[Television series episode]. In P. Producer (Producer), Series title. City of origin: Studio or 
distributor.  

 



Example:  
Wendy, S. W. (Writer), & Martian, I. R. (Director). (1986). The rising angel and the falling ape 

[Television series episode]. In D. Dude (Producer), Creatures and monsters. Los Angeles: 
Belarus Studios. 

 
Music Recording  

Basic reference list format:  

Songwriter, W. W. (Date of copyright). Title of song [Recorded by artist if different from song 
writer]. On Title of album [Medium of recording]. Location: Label. (Recording date if 
different from copyright date).  

 
In text citations, include side and band or track numbers, 
for example: “Tails and Trotters” (Goodenough, 1982, track 
5).  

Reference example 1:  
Goodenough, J. B. (1982). Tails and trotters [Recorded by G. Bok, A. Mayo, & E. Trickertt]. On 

And so eill we yet [CD]. Sharon, CT: Folk-Legacy Records. (1990).  
 
Reference example 2: 
Taupin, B. (1975). Someone saved my life tonight [Recorded by Elton John]. On Captain 

fantastic and the brown dirt cowboy [CD]. London: Big Pig Music Limited. 
 



Reference List: Electronic Sources 

Article from an Online Periodical  
 

Note: In 2007, the APA released several 
additions/modifications for documentation of electronic 
sources in the APA Style Guide to Electronic References. 
These changes are reflected in the entries below. Please 
note that there are no spaces used with brackets in APA. 
 
Online articles followed the same guidelines for printed 
articles. Include all information the online host makes 
available, including an issue number in parentheses. 
Provide a retrieval date only if the information is likely 
to be updated or change data later date (as in the case of 
blogs and wikis). Since many online periodicals appear in 
their "final" form, a retrieval date is not necessary. 
 

Author, A.A., & Author, B.B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Online Periodical, 
volume number(issue number if available). Retrieved Month day, year, (if necessary) 
from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/ 

 
Bernstein, M. (2002). 10 tips on writing the living Web. A List Apart: For People Who Make 

Websites, 149. Retrieved May 2, 2006, from 
http://www.alistapart.com/articles/writeliving 

 
 

Online Scholarly Journal Article 
 

Since online materials can potentially change URL’s, APA 
recommends providing a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), when 
it is available, as opposed to the URL.  DOI’s are an 
attempt to provide stable, long-lasting links for online 
articles. They are unique to their documents and consist of 
a long alphanumeric code. Many-but not all-publishers will 
provide an article's DOI on the first page of the document. 
 

Note that some online bibliographies provide an article's 
DOI but may "hide" the code under a button which may read 
"Article"  

or may be an abbreviation of a vendors name like "CrossRef" 
or "PubMed." This button will usually lead the user to the 
full article which will include the DOI. Find DOI's from 
print publications or ones that go to dead links with 



CrossRef.org's "DOI Resolver," which is displayed in a 
central location on their home page.  
 

Article From an Online Periodical with DOI Assignmed 
 

Author, A.A. & Author, B.B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Jouirnal, volume 
number. DOI:0000000/000000000000.  

Reference example: 
Brownlie, D. Toward effective poster presentations: An annotated bibliography. European 

Journal of Marketing,41(11/12), 1245-1283.  DOI:10.1108/03090560710821161 
 

Article From an Online Periodical with no DOI Assigned 
 

Online scholarly journal articles without a DOI require a 
URL but do not require a retrieval date. Provide a retrieval 
date only if the information is likely to be updated or 
changed at a later date (as in the case of blogs and wikis). 
Since most journal articles appear in their “final” form, a 
retrieval date is not needed.  

 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume 

number. Retrieved month day, year, from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/ 
 
Reference example: 
Kenneth, I. A. (2000). A Buddhist response to the nature of human rights. Journal of Buddhist 

Ethics, 8.  Retrieved February 20, 2001, from http://www.cac.psu.edu/jbe/twocont.html 
 
 
 

Electronic Journal Article 
 

If the article appears as a printed version as well, the URL 
is not required.  Use “Electronic version” in brackets 
after the article’s title. 

 
Reference: 
Banden, G., Knapp, S., & Doe, J. (2001). Role of reference elements in the selection of resources 

by psychology undergraduates [Electronic version]. Journal of Bibliographic Research, 5, 
117-123. 

 
In-text:  
(Vanden et al., 2001, p. 120)  
 
 

http://www.cac.psu.edu/jbe/twocont.html�


Article from a Database 
 

When referencing material obtained from an online databse 
(such as a database in the library), provide appropriate 
print citation information (formatted just like a "normal" 
print citation would be for that type of work). Then add 
information that give s the date of retrieval and the 
proper name of the database. This will allow people to 
retrieve the print version if they do not have access to 
the database from which you retrieved the article. You can 
also include the item number or accession number in 
parentheses at the end, but the APA manual says that this 
is not required. (For more about citing articles retrieved 
from electronic databases, see page 278 of the Publication 
Manual.) 

 
Reference example: 
Smyth, A. M., Parker, A. L., & Pease, D. L. (2002). A study of enjoyment of peas.  Journal of 

Abnormal Eating, 8(3). Retrieved February 20, 2003, from PsycARTICLES database. 
 

Abstract 
 
If you only cite an abstract but the full text of the 
aticle is also available, cite the online abstract as other 
online citations, adding “[Abstract]” after the article or 
source name. If only the abstract is available, write 
“Abstract retrieved from” and provide the database name or 
URL. 

 
Referebce: 
Paterson, P. (2008). How well do young offenders with Asperger Syndrame cope in custody? 

Two prison case studies [Abstract].  British Journal of Learning Disabilities, 36(1), 54-
58. Retrieved from EBSCO Host database.  

 
Bossong, G. Ergativity in Basque.  Inguistics, 22(3), 341-392. Abstract retrieved from 

Linguistics Abstracts Online.  
 
 

Electronic Article (from Database) 
Reference example 1: 
Jacobson, J. W., Mulick, J. A., & Schwartz, A. A. (1995). A history of facilitated communication: 

Science, pseudoscience, and antiscience.  American Psychologist, 50, 750-765. Retrieved 
from PsychINFO database.  

 
Reference example 2: 
Smyth, A. M., Parker, A. L., & Pease, D. L. (2002). A study of enjoument of peas. Journal of 

Abnormal Eating, 8(3). Retrieved February 20, 2003, from PsychINFO database. 



 
In-text:  
(Jacobsonet al., 1995, p. 755) 
 
 

ERIC Document (from Databased) 
 

Reference: 
Mead, J. V. (1992). Looking at old photographs: Investigating the teacher tales that novice 

teachers bring with them. (Report No. NCRTL-RR-92-4). East Lansing, MI: National 
Center for Research on Teacher Learning.  (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. 
ED346082). Retrieved from ERIC (Educational Resource Information Center) database. 

 
In-text:  
(Mead, 1992) 
 
 

Newspaper Article 
 
Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper.  Retrieved 

http://www.someadddress.com/full/url/ 
 

Reference: 
Parker-Pope, T. (2008, May 6). Psychiatry handbook linked to drug industry. The New York 

Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com 
 
 

Electronic Books 
Electronic books may include books found on personal 
websites, databases, or even in audio form. Use the 
following format if the book you are using is onprovided in 
a digital format or is difficult to find in print. If the 
work is not directly available online or must be purchased, 
use "Available from," rather than “Retrieved from,” and 
point readers to where they can find it. 

 
De Huff, E.W.  Taytay’s tales: Traditional Pueblo Indian tales. Retrieved from 

http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/dehuff/taytay/taytay.html 
 
Davis, J. Familiar birdsongs of the Northwest. Available from http://www.powells.com/cgi-

bin/biblio?inkey=1-9780931686108-0 
 
 
 
 



Chapter/Section of a Web document or Online Book Chapter 
 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. In Title of book or larger 

document (chapter or section number). Retrieved month day, year, from 
http://www.someadddress.com/full/url/ 

 
Reference example 1: 
Engelshcall, R. S. (1997). Module mod_rewrite: URL Rewriting Engine. In Apache HTTP 

Server Version 1.3 Documentation (Apache modules). Retrieved March 10, 2006, from 
http://httpd.apache.org/docs/1.3/mod/mod_rewrite.html  

 
Reference example 2: 
Peckinpaugh, J. (2003). Change in the Nineties. In J. S. Bough and G. B. DuBois (Eds.).  A 

century of growth in America. Retrieved from GoldStar database. 
 

NOTE: Use a chapter or section identifier and provide a URL 
that links directly to the chapter section, not the home 
page of the Web site. 

 
 

Dissertation/Thesis from a Database 
 
Reference example: 
Biswas, S. (2008). Dopamine D3 receptor: A neuroprotective treatment target in Parkinson's 

disease. Retrieved from ProQuest Digital Dissertations. (AAT 3295214) 
 

Also see previous dissertation section 
 
 
 

Online Book Reviews 
 

Cite the information as you normally would for the work you 
are quoting. (The first example below is from a newspaper 
article; the second is from a scholarly journal.) In 
brackets, write "Review of the book" and give the title of 
the reviewed work. Provide the web address after the words 
"Retrieved from,” if the review is freely available to 
anyone. If the review comes from a subscription service or 
database, write “Available from” and provide the information 
where the review can be purchased. 

 
Reference example 1: 
Zacharek, S. (2008, April 27). Natural women [Review of the book Girls like us].  The New York 

Times.  Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/27/books/review/Zachareck-
t.html?pagewanted=2 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/27/books/review/Zachareck-t.html?pagewanted=2�
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/27/books/review/Zachareck-t.html?pagewanted=2�


Reference example 2: 
Castle, G. (2007).  New Millennial Joyce [Review of the books Twenty-first Joyce, Joyce’s 

critics: Transitions in reading and culture, and Joyce’s messianism. Dante, negative 
existence, and the messianic self]. Modern fiction Studies, 50(1), 163-173. Available from 
Project MUSE Web 
site: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/modern_fiction_studies/toc/mfs52.1.html 

 
 

Online Encyclopedias and Dictionaries 
 

Often encyclopedias and dictionaries do not provide bylines 
(authors’ names). When no byline is present, move the entry 
name to the front of the citation. Provide publication 
dates if present or specify (n.d.) if no date is present in 
the entry. Because updates and modifications are not 
normally specified, provide the retrieval date in the 
citation. When listing the URL, give only the home or index 
root as opposed to the URL for the entry.  

 
Reference example: 
Feminism. (n.d.) In Encyclopædia Britannica online. Retrieved March 16, 2008, from 

http://www.britannica.com 
 
 

Online Bibliographies and Annotated Bibliographies 
 
Reference example: 
Jürgens, R. (2005). HIV/AIDS and HCV in Prisons: A Select Annotated Bibliography. Retrieved 

from http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/alt_formats/hpb-dgps/pdf/intactiv/hiv-vih-aids-sida-
prison-carceral_e.pdf 

 
 

Data Sets 
 

Point readers to raw data by providing a Web address (use 
“Retrieved from”) or a general place that houses data sets 
on the site (use “Available from”).  

 
Reference example: 
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Indiana income limits  [Data 

file]. Retrieved from http://www.huduser.org/Datasets/IL/IL08/in_fy2008.pdf 
 

Graphic Data (e.g. Interactive Maps and Other Graphic Representations of Data) 
 

Give the name of the researching organization followed by 
the date. In brackets, provide a brief explanation of what 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/modern_fiction_studies/toc/mfs52.1.html�


type of data is there and in what form it appears. Finally, 
provide the project name and retrieval information. 

 
Reference example: 
Solar Radiation and Climate Experiment (2007). [Graph illustration the SORCE Spectral Plot 

May 8, 2008].  Solar Spectral Data Access from the SIM, SOLSTICE, and XPS 
Instruments.  Retrieved from http://lasp.colorado.edu/cgi-bin/ion-
p?/page=input_datd_for_spectra.ion. 

 
 

Qualitative Data and Online Interviews 
 

If an interview is not retrievable in audio or print form, 
cite the interview only in the text (not in the reference 
list) and provide the month, day, and year in the text. If 
an audio file or transcript is available online, use the 
following model, specifying the medium in brackets (e.g. 
[Interview transcript, Interview audio file]): 

 
Reference example: 
Butler, C. (Interviewer) & Stevenson, R. (Interviewee). (1999). Oral History 2 [interview 

transcript]. Retrieved from Johnson Space Center Oral Histories Project Web site: 
http://www11.jsc.nasa.gov/history/oral_histories/oral_histories.htm 

 
 

Online Lecture Notes and Presentation Slides 
 

When citing online lecture notes, be sure to provide the 
file format in brackets after the lecture title (e.g. 
PowerPoint slides, Word document). 

 
Reference example 1: 
Hallam, A. Duality in consumer theory [PDF document]. Retrieved from Lecture Notes Online 

Web site: http://www.econ.iastate.edu/classes/econ501/Hallam/index.html 
 
Reference example 2: 
Roberts, K. F. (1998). Federal regulations of chemicals in the environment [PowerPoint slides]. 

Retrieved from http://siri.uvm.edu/ppt/40hrenv/index.html 
 
 

Non-periodical Web Document, Web Page, or Report 
 
List as much of the following information as possible (you 
sometimes have to hunt around to find the information; 
don't be lazy. If there is a page like 
http://www.somesite.com/somepage.htm, and somepage.htm 

http://lasp.colorado.edu/cgi-bin/ion-p?/page=input_datd_for_spectra.ion�
http://lasp.colorado.edu/cgi-bin/ion-p?/page=input_datd_for_spectra.ion�


doesn't have the information you're looking for, move up 
the URL to http://www.somesite.com/):  

 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved month day, 
year (only if the text may potentially change over time), frohttp://Web address  
 
NOTE: When an Internet document is more than one Web page, 
provide a URL that links to the home page or entry page for 
the document. Also, if there isn't a date available for the 
document use (n.d.) for no date. 

 
 

Computer Software/Downloaded Software 
 

Do not cite standard office software (e.g. Word, Excel) or 
programming languages. Provide references only for 
specialized software. 

 
Ludwig, T. (2002). PsychInquiry [computer software]. New York: Worth. 
 

Software that is downloaded from a Web site should provide 
the software’s version and year when available. 

 
Hayes, B., Tesar, B., & Zuraw, K. (2003). OTSoft: Optimality Theory Softwar (Version 2.1) 

[Software]. Available from http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/people/hayes/otsoft/ 
 
 

E-mail 
 

E-mails are not included in the list of references, though 
you parenthetically cite them in your main text: (E. 
Robbins, personal communication, January 4, 2001) 

 
 

Online Forum or Discussion Board Posting 
 

Include the title of the message, and the URL of the 
newsgroup or discussion board. Please note that titles for 
items in online communities (e.g. blogs, newsgroups, forums) 
are not italicized. If the author’s name is not available, 
provide the screen name. Place identifiers like post or 
message numbers, if available, in brackets. If available, 
provide the URL where the message is archived (e.g., “Message 
posted to…, archived at…” 

 

http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/people/hayes/otsoft/�


Reference example: 
Frook, B. D. (1999, July 23). New inventions in the cyberworld of toylandia [Msg 25]. Message 

posted to http://groups.earthlink.com/forum/messages/00025.html 
 
 

Blog (Weblog) and Video Blog Post  
 

Include the title of the message and the URL. Please note 
that titles for items in online communities (e.g. blogs, 
newsgroups, forums) are not italicized. If the author’s 
name is not available, provide the screen name. 

 
Reference example 1: 
Dean, J. (2008, May 7). When the self emerges: Is that me in the mirror? Message posted 

to http://www.spring.org.uk/ 
 
Reference example 2: 
the1sttransport. (2004. September 26). Psychology Video Blog #3 [Video File]. Video posted to 

heep://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqM90eQi5-M 
 
 

Wikis 
 

Note: the APA Style Guide to Electronic References warns 
writers that wikis (like Wikipedia, for example) are 
collaborative projects which cannot guarantee the 
verifiability or expertise of their entries. 

 
Reference example: 
OLPC Peru/Arahuay. (n.d.). Retrieved May 1, 2008, from the OLPC 

Wiki: http://wiki.laptop.org/go/OLPC_Peru/Arabuay 
 
 

Citing Images 
 
Reference example: 
=xAv=. (2006, Nov. 18). Teotehuacan pyramids [Image]. Photograph retrieved from 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/xav/301683841/ 
 
 

Citing Audio 
 
Reference example: 
Dreyfus, H. (2006, Spring). Introduction: What is existentialism? [Audio file]. Phil 7, U.C. 

Berkeley. Podcast retrieved from iTunes University.  Also available at: 
heep://webcast.berkeley.edu/course_details.php?seriesid=1906978306 

http://www.spring.org.uk/�
http://wiki.laptop.org/go/OLPC_Peru/Arabuay�


 
Citing Video 

 
Reference example: 
AlJazeeraEnglish. (2007, July 27). Senegal's life or death migration gamble  [Video file]. Video 

posted to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2iL6tmO0WI 
 
 

Citing Audio Podcast 
 

For all podcasts, provide as much information as possible; 
not all of the following information will be available. 
Possible addition identifiers may include Producer, 
Director, etc. 

 
Reference example: 
Bell, T. & Phillips, T. 2008, May 6). A solar flare. Science @ NASA Podcast. Podcast retrieved 

from http://science.nasa.gov/podcast.htm 
 
 

Video Podcasts 
 
Reference example: 
Scott, D. (Producer). (2007, January 5). The community college classroom [Episode 7]. 

Adventures in Education. Podcast retrieved from http://www.adveeducation.com 
 
 

http://www.adveeducation.com/�


 
-- Citations in Text of Electronic Material 

 
The following is excerpted from the fifth edition of the 
Publication Manual (© 2001). 
Some elements of the fifth edition's style guidelines for 
electronic resources differ from previously published guidelines.  
 
To cite a specific part of a source, indicate the page, chapter, 
figure, table, or equation at the appropriate point in text. 
Always give page numbers for quotations. Note that the words 
page and chapter are abbreviated in such text citations:  

 
(Cheek & Buss, 1981, p. 332) 
(Shimamura, 1989, chap. 3)  
 

For electronic sources that do not provide page numbers, use the 
paragraph number, if available, preceded by the paragraph symbol 
or the abbreviation para. If neither paragraph nor page numbers 
are visible, cite the heading and the number of the paragraph 
following it to direct the reader to the location of the 
material.   

 
(Myers, 2000, ¶ 5)  
(Beutler, 2000, Conclusion section, para. 1) 

 
 

Electronic Media Spelling Guide 
 

As indicated in the fifth edition of the Publication Manual

 

, 
dictionaries are not the best guide to spelling in the 
electronic world. This is an extremely fast-moving 
environment: common usage develops quickly, leaving print 
resources easily bypassed. The APA Style site will attempt 
to be more responsive. Below is a list of common terms and 
their preferred spelling.   

• DOI 
• e-journal 
• e-mail 
• FTP 
• LISTSERV*(tm) – the generic term is electronic mailing list 
• PDF 
• SGML 
• URL 
• website 



 
*LISTSERV is a trademarked, proprietary term; unless you 
know that is what is being used, you should use “electronic 
mailing list” rather than the, admittedly, more commonly 
used “list server.” 

 
 
 

Abbreviaton Book or publication part 
ed. Edition 
Rev. ed. Revised edition 
2nd ed. Second edition 
Ed. (Eds.) Editor (Editors) 
Trans. Translator(s) 
n.d. no date 
p. (pp.) Page (pages) 
Vol. Volume (as in Vol. 4) 
Vols. Volumes (as in Vols. 1-4) 
No.  Number 
Pt.  Part 
Tech. Rep. Technical Report 
Suppl. Supplement 

 
 
 
Additional information: 
 

• Purdue OWL's Using APA 
format:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  

• Ohio State University APA Citation 
Guide:  http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/apagd.php  

• Son of Citation Machine:  http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?reqstyleid=2  
• APA style Tutorial:  http://flash1r.apa.org/apastyle/basics/index.htm  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/�
http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/apagd.php�
http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?reqstyleid=2�
http://flash1r.apa.org/apastyle/basics/index.htm�
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